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3 A* ls and generous "ita Pte 

0 conceive) be diſpleaſed to be looked 
up to, and called upon, to patronize a 
ſcheme of national improvement. | In this 
country eſpecially the gentleman of family 
and fortune, and not of profeſſion, who 
ſhews a diſpoſition and abilities to conduct 
public meaſures upon a truly wiſe : and ex- 
tenſive plan, naturally attraQs the atten- 
tion, eſteem, and affectionate regards of 
. the nationally-Warm Iriſh heart: we ap- 
proach him with a kind of proprietary con- 
fidence, as if we had a claim of right to 
his protection, and feel ourſelves ſome how 
diſcharging our debt of gratitude by calling 
Upon him for further ſupport, 0 


From ſuch motives ſolely, Sir, I have 
5 preſumed to prefix your name to the fol- 
lowing certainly well intended project, for 


, DEDICATION. . 
"the immediate employment of opr- people. 


As its avowed purpoſe is to erect the in- 


duſtrious farmer into a reſpectable yeoman, 


it will certainly have to encounter the pre- 
judices and ſtrong lungs of all that iraſcible 


claſs of. Little Eſquires, the. doubtfulneſ of 
whoſe gentility renders them more tena- 


cious of the claim, and more ſuſpicious of | 


being encroached upon by inferiors : : but, as 


the concurrence of ſuch is no ways neceſ- 
fary 1 to the completion. of the deſign, their 


| oppoſition. 1 conſider as of little conſe- 


. It.; is the gentleman of real weight 


and! property, and national influence, whom 


1 anxiouſly wiſh, to conciliate, and . whoſe 
public-ſpirited feelings Learneſtly ſolicit i 1 
the perſon, and, I truſt; by the example c of 


Mr. D-n-s D-ly; ſubmitting entirely to 


his ſuperior abilities the reaſonableneſs, the 


practicability, and the expediency | of the 
meaſure. 


Examine it, Sir, conſider it tao 
with your piercing penetration and  well- 
; informed judgment. If you find it illiberal, 


inſidious, 


DBDICATION. 


inſidious, or unjuſt in any particular, ſpurn 
it from you with the diſdain which every 
ſuch attempt would deſerve. But if you 
candidly and deliberately decide the whole 
to be ſtrictly juſt, liberal, and of extenſive | 
utility, (peculiarly in our preſent circum- 
ſtances) permit me to obſerve, that there is 


no time to be loſt in bringing it into effec- | 
tive operation. / 


For, gir, the period cannot be very re- 
mote when our people, eſpecially the more 
active and induſtrious, who have ſcraped 
together any little 1 will begin again 
to look Weſtward. How are they to be 
pfevented ? You well know how triflingly 
ridiculous all laws muſt be to prevent Emi- 
gration : how abſurd, in a country aiming 
at the character of commercial. How un- 
wiſe, then, to have taken no ſtep to pre- 


vent the evil, until it hath actually ar- 
rived! 


In this train of evade, permit me, Sir, 
wunder to entreat your attention to the 
a idea 


the novelty of the idea here ſtarted, let it 


3 


DEDICATION: 


idea here ſuggeſted. You may vs to | ſee Zh 
a ſcence of induſtry, population, and ge- «| 
neral proſperity take place, which will give 
ſolid ſatisfaction to your generous mind 
to have ſet in motion and introduced into 
your native country. To me it will afford 
moſt ſincere delight to have in any degree 
been the inſtrument of pointing Mr. D-ly's 
attention towards an object worthy (I will 
ſay) of his excellent abilities, as being pro- 
ductive in my firm perſuaſion of much im- 
mediate benefit and improvement | to Ireland, 


Jam, Sir, 
with very ſincere reſpect and eſteem, 


Your obedient, e ſervant, ; 


— , 


4 


POSTSCRIPT. =_ 
Leſt any *gentleman ſhould be He at | 2 


be obſerved attenfiyely, that there is no- | 
thing COMPULSORY in this whole deſign ; 15 
nor, 


DEDICATION. 


nor, I will be bold to ſay, any thing inſi- - 


dious. All that i is deſired is a law to PER - 


MIT proprietors of land to grant ſuch en- 
couragement to improvement, as they ſhall 
find it their real intereſt to grant ; and upon 
ſuch terms as ſhall not injure the heirs in 
5 A remainder. If it be aſked, how ſhall the 
heir be ſecured againſt unfair colluſion be- 
tween the preſent poſſeſſor and leſſees for 


ever? I anſwer by returning the queſtion ; 
how is he at preſent ſecured of land's being 
ſet at their full value? The remedy will 
be the 3 and the law equally * in 
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delightful effects of national induſtry, I 


hope it may not be altogether without uſe 


for a ſincere well-wiſher of his country, to 


_endeayour to point out ſuch means of ex- 


citing and encouraging a general ſpirit of 


improvement and : manufactures, as appear 


to be immediately in oux owN yowEr ; and 
from the not exerting of which, much of 


our preſent indolence, and floth, and 
have hitherto COS 


J 
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" HILST the heart of every Iriſh- 
man is elated with the opening 
proſpet of a FRE TRADE, and all the 
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10 ſet many hands to . at any ma- 


nufacture, to furniſh materials, inſtru- 
ments and inſtructors, &c. &c. can only 
be effected by conſiderable capitals, which 


T hope in time may be found, but which 


at preſent certainly are not to be had in 
this country. How then, in the interim, 
may many of our idle and wretched poor be 


put to work with fuch means as we are in 


poſſeſſion of? The queſtion ſurely is im- 


portant; and to come to a ſatisfaQory an- 


55 * 


© 


2101 any gentleman (any man of common 


4 ſenſe) aſk himſelf, why do our miſerable 
farmers, through moſt parts of the king- 
dom, now take up with ſuch wretched huts 5 
(for houſes they cannot be called), ſuch 
ſcanty mean cloathing and food, and the 
want of every comfortable accommodation 2 


loitering about their ill- fenced, unmanured, 


and in every reſpect neglected grounds, 


which they themſelves know might be made 


much more valuable by a little additional 
labour, in as © fencing, and planting 


a few 


— 
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* * 


a fow common tices in any u little corner that 


is protected from cattle? If ſlovenlineſs | 
and unthriftineſs be habitual to the Iriſh - 


farmer, yet aſſuredly they are not natu- 

ral. The common Iriſh are not deficient 
in underſtanding, nor in any of the natu- 
ral motives which rouſe to activity and ex- 
ertion: but theſe very motives, natural 
: acuteneſs, and all the (clfiſh- paſſions of 
pride and reſentment, and even avarice, 


may upon a ſuppoſition of hard or upjuſt 


treatment, become the very cauſes of ſloth, 


I 


inaQivity and deſpondeney, * e eee 


* * 


To fpeak mare plainly, wid, 1 10 
ſtate the real fact —If a man, placed. c on 4 
little farm for a few years (by a ſhort te- 
nure) knows to a moral certainty that what- 
ever he expends in improving the grounds 
or houſe or garden, be in fact employing ſo 
much labour or caſh to raiſe the rent upon 
> himſelf at the expiration of his ſhort te- 
nure,—ſo that when he exerts himſelf in 
any degree beyond what is unavoidable to 

g ae the — neceſſaries of exiſtence, 
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(8). 
he is in fact working againſt his own in- 
tereſt, and for the advantage of an unfeel- 
ing land-ford, is it to be wondered if in 
ſuch circumſtances every feeling almoſt of 
the human mind counteract and diſſuade 


from vigorous exertion; ſuggeſting the 
ſpiteful, ſtubborn eotbtation of ſubmitting 
to miſery” and filth, and every ill, rather 
than labour for the benefit of thoſe who 


| by the ſeverity. of law and en, will | 


tale advantage of their induſtry. 


101; 25 44 
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Some e people may think 


4 carry this matter too far, and aſk, What 


Would 1 be at? would J have the land- 
holders in Ireland: get better ſecntity or 


longer tenures of their lands than the 


Engliſh farmer, who exerts himſelf ſo ſuc- 


ing't' The Engliſh farmer receives a farm- 


houſe and offices in good repair, and to be 
kept in like manner, at the expence of the 


fully for his own and the public good? 
A linie patience, gentlemen, and per- 
haps we ſhall come to a better underſtand- 


* — he enters upon a farm already 
PA divided, 


a td 


F 
divided, drained, fenced, and perhaps 


planted ; and for the uſe of this, he pays 
ſuch a rent as he finds upon calculation, 
wilt leave. him ſuch a proportion of the 
produce as ſhall be a reaſonable return for 
all his expences in working and occupying 


that farm properly. At the end of his 
tenure, he returns the proprietor his own, 
juſt what he received, and no more; and in 
the mean time, the farm has done its full 
duty to the public, and to all parties.— 


Here, you ſee, all is fair, equal, and ſatiſ- 
factory; and no cauſe of complaint or diſ- 


couragement to induſtry. If any man has 
an Iriſh farm to let, circumſtanced alike, 
let him ſet it off in the lame manner, Luc 
no one will object to it. 


of the Iriſh farm, advertiſed to be let, — 


But what is the uſual, the general caſe 


with the humane notice to the new tenant; 
| that © no preference ſhall be given to the 
2 former occupant !'——Such cabins and 


| fences as are ufually found on ſach a farm, 
have been the work of the laſt tenant. If 


o 
the new-comer will have a houſe, he muſt 
build it; the ſame with reſpect to offices. 
If the land is to be rendered productive 

by drains, fences, and 'manures—all this 
muſt be done by the tenant; for in plain 
language, the proprietor SN is not 
able to do it: he is probably loaded with 
debts, ſo as not even to be able to aſſiſt his 
1 eee FTP © SIM 


Now, in the name of common foals and 
common honeſtly, how is ſuch land to be 
improved; or brought to that value which 
it ought to produce to the public, the 
owner, and the tenant ? . 


Every man bd has turned his FEET 
towards the ſubject, will ſee the concluſion 
I would draw: but before I come to that, 
 Iwviſh (in oppoſition to the ignorant pre- 


Judices of every nation newly emerging out | 


of barbariſm) to ſuggeſt to the. natural | 
good ſenſe of my countrymen, that the 
juſteſt idea of the value of landed proper- 
ty, even in fee, is, that land is a mark of 

a ; 8 value, 
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value, like every other merchandize, vary- | 


ing in price according to the market or 


demand for it. If the price of land be 
leſs apt to vary ſuddenly than that of other 
commodities, it has the peculiar inconve- 

| nience of being leſs eaſily brought to 
market, from the nature of title deeds, &c. 
and altho' Iriſh Gentlemen were long ac- 
cuſtomed to conſider their land as a coff- 
ſtantly riſing property, ſome late experience 
muſt ſurely have convinced them, that an 
eſtate may fall in valve as well as income; 
and in fact, that no ſpecies of property is 
more expoſed to the influence of many 
accidents. 


1 know the good old e of every fa- 


mily are very happy in recounting for how 


many generations the eſtate has continued 
in the family; and the young ſquire is not 
a little elated at the thought that he can 
ride thro' ſo many miles of almoſt waſte 
grounds and mountain, without meeting a 
man who has any other than a determina- 

ble leaſe, It really Is not caſy to adapt 
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( 12) | . 
arguments to ſuch underſtandings: : but I 
would wiſh to repreſent to both (as pretty 
much on a level in point of capacity and 
information) that if the eſtate be under 
ſettlement as uſual, no one perſon of their 
family ſo circumſtanced has ever been bet» 
ter than an annuitant for life; and that 
inſtead of having a fortune of ſo many 
Fears income as the lands would ſell for, 
the ſquire's whole property amounts to no 
more than he could get for an annuity for 
his particular life: —a matter he will ſoon 
learn when he comes to want a few hun- 
dred pounds, for which he generally ſells 
at between five and ſix years purchaſe. $o 
that, good madam, if the rent-roll of 
your father's ſettled eſtate was 1000l. 
per year, his intire property never exceeded 
Goool. however you may have been uſed 
to conſider it as 25,0001, or perhaps more. 
Men of ſenſe cannot ſufficiently ſcout ſuch 
_ abſurd prejudices, which are a principal 
means at this day of keeping a conſiderable 
part of the poſitive capital of the nation 
„ 


1 


ele up by the fooliſh vanity of 1 igno- 
2; 1 anceſtors. AAS? 


It is in truth 3 to or many 
\ well-informed, liberal- minded gentlemen, 


who are well diſpoſed to improve, and to 


encourage improvements around them, ab- 


ſolutely incapacitated from both, by the 
wicked and ſenſeleſs avarice and pride of 


predeceſſors. Surely a well-judging patrio- 


tic parliament cannot be better employed 


my 


than in removing ſuch reſtraints upon pub- 
lic induſtry and national improvement, ef- 


pecially if it may be done (as J apprehend 


it may) without counteracting the only ra- 
tional intention of ſuch ſettlements, that 


of bequeathing a certain property to the 


laſt perſon in remainder. This, I conceive, 


may be done to the great encouragement 'of 


every improving tenant, to the conſiderable _ 
advantage of the preſent proprietor, and 


to the certain benefit of the public, in a 
compound proportion of the two former, 


by ſome ſuch regulation as the following: 


_—_ 
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Let all proprietors of land be 3 16% 
act of parliament, to grant leaſes of lives 


| renewable for ever, upon the tenant's either 


immediately paying an advanced rent of 


the difference in value between a leaſe of 


31 years (which we will ſuppoſe the pre- 
ſent powers by ſettlement) and a leaſe for 
ever; or paying at the fall of every life 


ſuch a fine as ſhall be an equivalent for 
the above difference. In either caſe the 


value is eaſily calculated, and is at preſent 


yery well knoyn; and I will be bold to ſay, 
that as far as this alteration of tenure takes 


place, all the advantages above-mentioned 
will certainly ariſe to the individual and 


the public. 


* can "OT but two objeftions, both 


of which appear to me eaſy to be remoy- 
ed: The firſt, that the tenure of lives 
renewable, is at preſent a kind of diſputa- 


ble one; but -] hope, for the ſake of com- 
mon juſtice and equity, (independent of our 


preſent queſtion) that the diſputed point 
of ſuch leaſes will be Fitled by act of par- 


liament 


J•J 
liament as ſoon as may be.—But 2dly, it 
may be objected that ſuch tenures, inſtead 
of encouraging induſtry and improvement 
as here ſtated and preſumed, may poſſi- 
bly have the very oppoſite effect, by erect- 
ing our farmers into a kind of Little Gentry, 
the moſt uſeleſs and contemptible of all 
human beings. To which I reply candidly, 
that this (like e wy other ſyſtem of human 
] 


policy) may poſſibly be abuſed and per- 


verted: but that moſt ſincerely*T am not 
_ apprehenſive of this abuſe happening fre- 
quently. At preſent, indeed, any thing of 
an independent man, who can call ſome 
acres in any degree his own, is apt to be 
fooliſhly elated with the (certainty now | 
great) difference between himſelf and the 
poor wretches around him; but ſuppoſe 


this diſtinction aboliſhed in many inſtances, 
and real frecholds of thirty, forty, fifty, 


&c. &. acres to become frequent, —let 


common ſenſe decide what the probable 
conſequence ſhall be with reſpe& to the 


improvement of ſuch grounds, and the i in- 
5 8 of their occupiers. 
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And ſhall ſuch leſſoes bo allowed to ali je- 
nate, and to ſet at advanced rents as they 
ſhall think fit to a number of beggars and 
cottagers, who will tear up and harraſs the 
grounds? Moſt aſſuredly: let them ſet and 
reſet; and if you be wiſe, rejoice at their 
bringing. additional hands, and encouraging 
the populouſneſs of the eſtate, Make 
yourſelf ſure of your firſt rent, by your 
clauſe of re-entry upon non-payment of 
either rent or fine, and my life on't you 
| ſhall ever find yourſelf a conſiderable gain- 
er, if any ſuch freeholder ſhould. ſuffer 
. his land to fall back into Lyour hands. 


ut what is likely to be the real conſe- 
quence of ſuch powers being granted to 
all the preſent proprietors of land: Gen- 
tlemen will not be in a hurry, or very raſh, 
in granting leaſes for ever, but upon very 
good reaſons, and in caſes of probable im- 
provement. The tenant who has already 
thriven by his induſtry, and who ſeems 
likely to can and BOY, 4 Ke. upon or 
en- 


encouragement, and who is deſirous to pur- 


7 chaſe this encouragement, either by a pre- 
ſent riſe of rent, or the payment of a 
proportional fine at the fall of 8 


life. 


The citizen or ſhop- keeper who * 


to retire with a little caſn to a green ſod; 
the ſubaltern officer who has converted his 
. commiſſion into money, and is defirous to 


try his hand at farming; all the preſent 


adventurers who are for retiring to Ame- 
rica with ſome money, might, I ſhould 
hope, find it their intereſt, upon the plan 
propoſed, to try their hands i in Ireland; to 
lay out their fortunes and their induſtry xy 


upon their native ſoil, to the certain advan=- 
tage of themſelyes, and the country -1 in 
general. 


But . mention of America makes it 


comes it in fact, that the Iriſh gentleman 
is ſo averſe to grant any thing like an in- 


tependent livelihood to any creature under 
him! bs 


| neceſſary to ſpeak very plain.—Whence 
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( 
him? Why does he often ſubmit to the 


_- miſerable, contemptible ſituation of a per- 


ſecuted, ſculking debtor, rather than part 
with a few of thoſe acres, the ſale of which 
would relieve many honeſt men his credi- 
tors, and make himſelf feel comfortable 
and independent ?—The plain fact is, he 
wiſhes and hopes to retain ſo many depen- 
dent voters; and he will ſubmit to live in 
wretchedneſs and infamy, &c. &c. rather 
than part with the inſolent, tyrannic re- 
flection, that he has ſo many miſcreants 
whom he can oppreſs and beggar, unleſs 
they vote and ſwear at next election as he 
ſhall direct. 1 OY 


I have ſtated this as the fact every 
reader is free to judge whether he will 
allow. it: but taking it for granted at 
preſent, upon what grounds of equity or 
common ſenſe. can any ſuch landlord diſ- 
ſuade the yourig tenant, who has ſcraped 
together a few guineas, from ſeeking a 
better ſettlement in ſome other climate, 
however remote ?——Do you think your- 

ſelves 


(- 19" 8 
ſelves, gentlemen, ſo much more acute and 
apprehenſive than your tenants, as to per- 

ceive their true intereſt better than them- 
ſelves? Be aſſured you are not: in no one 
inſtance does the toe of the peaſant tread 

ſo cloſe upon the courtier's heel, as in n diſ- 

cerning his preſent profit. 


- % 


| Neceflity, infirmities, and old prejudices 
may retain the neceſſitous, the infirm and 
ignorant at home in their accuſtomed 
wretchedneſs ; but take it for granted, and 
remember it has been proclaimed thus pub- 
licly to you, that your moſt active, moſt |, 
induſtrious, and moſt opulent tenants will 
gradually deſert, unleſs you hold forth bet- 
ter encouragement than heretofore to their 
efforts and enlightened induſtry, - - 


* 


You have cried out, you have ated as 
men againſt the impolitic reſtraints and op- 
prefſions of England: But was this all for 
yourſelves—for the few landed gentry 

among us? And is the miſerable Iriſh ten- 
to drudge on in the ſame wretched 
{moaky, -- 


ſmoaky hovel, without clothes, without 
bread, —not ſo well fed or lodged as the 
ſwine of other countries, and afraid to 


work or improve, leſt be ſhould raiſe his 
rent! 2 


Vou know this to be the caſe, Falle 
men, and I pledge myſelf chat it ſhall be 
re · echoed until it be in ſome degree reme- 
died, or at leaſt put in a poſſible ſtate of 
relief. I ſhall not here introduce one of 
thoſe wretches pleading his own cauſe, 
which I aſſure you moſt of them can do 
very forcibly: at "preſent, I ſhall content 
myſelf with encountering that ſingle mo- 
tive (that curſed deſire of ſavage deſpot- 
iſm) which perverts the otherwiſe Humane 
hearts of my "countrymen. | 


Look around you then candidly, upon 
any real trial of intereſts at any election; 
who are the tenants that adhere to, and 
ſupport, and enter warmly into the intereſts 
and honour of their landlords? Are they 
not the moſt decent, moſt comfortable, moſt 


1nde- 
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independent perſons on your eſtates ? And 
on the other hand, of whom are you gene- 
rally and juſtly ſuſpicious, leſt they ſhould 
deſert you, and. be ſeduced: by an oppon- 


ent? Conſider this candidly, I beſeech 


you, and do not think ſo ill of yourſelves, 
as that generous motives are not the moſt 
| tacred ties upon buman os bo Tos 


But to put this matter as it eight to be 
| ſtated to men of ſenſe: You wiſh to hand 
down a conſiderable county influence to 


your ſon, and the queſtion is how to effect 
this; whether by keeping a ſet of wretches 


ſtarving, and dependent, and in debt to 
you, and therefore forced to vote as you 
pleaſe, without preſuming to exert a poſſi- 

ble wiſh of their own; or by the liberal 


1 conduct of enriching, and obliging, and 


binding the hearts and conſeiences of a 
number of real freemen, made ſuch by 
7 your generoſity and 18 ſenſe. _. 


Now, look around you again impartially 
to the ſeveral counties of this kingdom for 
F D ſome 
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ſome years paſt, and do not take the ro · 
ports of particular men or parties, but exa- 
mine fairly who are the perſons that poſſeſs 
the hearts and inclinations, and meet with 
"the real ſupport of their country and 


a there is no occaſion to urge wis ar- 
gument further. | 


It is true, the kind 65 Wadde I 1 peak 
of requires ſome degree of merit, a mode- 
rate degree of good ſenſe and good conduct, 
and a general fairneſs of character, to eſta- 
bliſh an intereſt among the yeomanry ; but 


if any parent can think it a diſadvantage 


to his ſon to be hound by additional mo- 
tives to ſuch conduct and behaviour, * 
really know not how to reaſon with ſuch. 
You would wiſh, I dare ſay, to uſe the votes 
of your tenants as your anceſtors did the 
family eſtates. to bind and ſettle them on 
your iſſue and heirs however undeſerving : "hp 
but the nature of things, and ſtill more 
our circumſtances, no longer admit of this. 
If the looby muſt needs have a certain ſeat, 


ſend him ur; but if you wiſh him to re- 


raffen 6 
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preſent froemen, let him endeavour to > de» 
ſerye „ 8 


But this point has detained me HE 
than I intended. My main, and indeed my 
ſingle object, is to point out to gentlemen, 

that there is at this inſtant a fund of 
wealth in Ireland, LOCKED: UP by abſurd 98 
ſettlements, which might be brought into 
immediate uſe (without injuring the moſt 
remote heir! in remainder a ſingle farthing) 
to the certain employment of many uſeful | 
hands, the undoubted improvement of our 
waſte, or poorly cultivated lands, the en- 
creaſing the preſent incomes of our landed 
gentry, the conſumption. and encouragement 
of every ſpecies of manufacture, and aboye 
all, the preventing the emigration (no one 
can ſay of how many) of our moſt uſeful 
and valuable citizens, who I will be bold 
to affirm, are upon the wing, and not to bs 
detained at home by any other means 15 
have ever yet heard propoſed, 


This ſcems to me an object deſerving the 
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